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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in the names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free six months’ trial 
subscription. No obligation on your part 
or theirs. 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $1.50 
Single copies 15 


The Known Bible and its Defense 
IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
January 16, 1954 


To help your children 


MorE and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring dire 
results in adulthood. 

The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MESSAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price 15 


Daniel —an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 

Price 15 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! lt contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 8%x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price -50 





Megiddo Hymn Book 


A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selectcd songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” 


Price $1.25 


New booklets 


The Coming of Jesus & Elijah and 


the Great Battle of Armageddon— 
revised and newly reprinted, is now 
available. It shows the future for this world 
as plainly set forth in the Bible. Mankind 
need not remain in ignorance as to the 
outcome of the present chaotic condition. 
The Creator has a plan. It is unfolding as 
revealed in His Word. Upon these pages 
you can read about it: the Kingdom to 
come, the King, His herald who will pro- 
claim His advent, the work to be done. It 
is all revealed. Vital facts that everyone 
should know. Size 6x 9, 64 pages. Price .15 


A Treatise on the Holy Spirit—a new- 
ly revised booklet containing Scriptural evi- 
dence on the subject of the Holy Spirit. It 
discusses the Apostolic period when the 
Church had the Holy Spirit Power, the 
period when it was withdrawn, and the 
time it shall again be restored. 

64 pages, Price 15 





THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 


The word “Megiddo” is of Hebrew origin, 
its meaning being: True soldiers of God; 
God is in this place with a band of troops. 


It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 


¢ 

Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





THE MerciIppo MESSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19,N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single cipies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of any change of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 








Vol. 41, No. 2 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


January 16, 1954 








THE PEACE CRY BECOMES LOUDER 


ROM a nation which hitherto has blasted all hopes 
and prospects for world peace, recently has come a 
broadcast to the effect that the peoples of the world 

are now closer to a “peaceful happy life” than at any 
time during the past few years. The broadcast com- 
mented on the “wonderful peace prospects” and on the 
“timeless subject of co-operation between” the two 
strongest nations in the world “in an effort to save the 
peace.” It further stated that the holiday season always 
conveys “the finest cherished hopes of plain people and 
their deep-rooted faith in the possibility of a peaceful 
happy life, but at no time in the past few years has the 
conversion of the possibility into reality been so close and 
so real as at the present time’’; and added that the new 
year would present new opportunities for the peaceful 
settlement of disputed world questions. 

Doubtless this allusion is regarding the recent proposi- 
tion offered to the world by the President of the United 
States in a historic address before the United Nations 
Assembly, in which he proposed pooling some of the 
know-how of atomic energy by all nations for peaceful 
purposes. While this particular nation from whose broad- 
cast we have quoted did not reply wholeheartedly, as 
many others did, it came at least part way in the free 
world’s desire to consider the question of atomic-hydrogen 
weapons. Therefore hope is still entertained that it will 
make further concessions and cause President Eisen- 
hower’s “laudatory proposal” to become a reality. 


The Almighty God of Heaven who alone is able to tell 
the end from the beginning and make known what man- 
kind would be doing in these “last days” gave His peo- 
ple two prophecies, one in direct opposition to the other. 
On the one hand the nations would be crying peace, while 
on the other preparing for war. We behold these two 
predictions being fulfilled today as never before. We have 
mentioned some of the recent peace cries; now we shall 
call attention to current preparations for war, which we 
shall mention briefly. 

The most terrible instruments of destruction are con- 
stantly being developed and perfected, capable of wreak- 
ing the most horrible devastation upon humanity by 
means of what is termed “strategic bombing” through 
aiming methods much improved for all altitudes and for 
all weather conditions, at “40,000 feet and higher.” It 
is claimed authentically that the Army’s “Strategic Air 
Command can now move to distant bases and carry with 
them all the equipment they need to operate for a month.” 
It is asserted that they successfully refuel while in flight, 
which has greatly increased long-range capability. Of 
course, the Air Force, with its jet planes and guided mis- 
siles, is but one feature of the great war machine. 

Let us see what the Prophet Joel predicted concerning 
this condition. We shall call attention to chapter 3, 
verses 9—11. “Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles: 
Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of 
war draw near; let them come up: beat your plowshares 
into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears: let the 
weak say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves, and come, 
all ye heathen [nations], and gather yourselves together 
round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come 


down, O Lord.” Elijah the Prophet and Christ the King 
of kings, are the “mighty ones” who are due to “come 
down” at this time of the world’s preparation for the 
great Battle of Armageddon. 

It is a mistaken idea among the masses that Christ 
came as a Babe at Bethlehem to bring peace on earth, 
good will toward men. It is doubtful if Jesus’ own state- 
ment in Matt. 10: 34 is familiar to more than a very few. 
“Think not that I am come to bring peace on earth: I 
came not to send peace. .. .” Why did the Prince of 
Peace ever make such a statement? It was because He 
was familiar with the history of the past and knew it to 
be a record of one conflict after another, and realized 
how difficult it is for peoples and nations to live at peace 
with one another. He preached for three years, doing 
good to all mankind, raising the dead, opening the eyes of 
the blind, causing the deaf to hear, the dumb to speak 
and the lame to walk; yet the multitude would not live at 
peace with Him. Everyone, excepting His few followers, 
railed against Him, and then, as a result of His wonder- 
ful teaching of the gospel of love and good will, at last 
the mob seized Him and crucified Him. 

When our Lord stood before Pilate and was asked: 
“Art thou a king then?” Jesus answered, “To this end 
was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that 
is of the truth heareth my voice.” Or, as rendered by 
Dr. Moffatt, “So you are a king?’, said Pilate. “You!” 
“Certainly,” said Jesus, “I am a king. That is why I was 
born, that is why I came into the world, to bear testimony 
to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth will lis- 
ten to my voice.” He told Pilate His Kingdom was not of 
this world, this arrangement, “but now is my kingdom 
not from hence.” His Kingdom was not of this present 
evil world, but of the “world to come.” 

The nations are crying: “Why cannot we have peace?” 
They do not know the reason they cannot; but the answer 
is stated plainly in Romans 8: 5—9, “For they that are 
after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they 
that are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” There 
it is clearly revealed why human instrumentality can 
never bring peace to the masses of mankind. There will 
be those among the masses who will have peace, just as 
Jesus was at peace with everybody; and those who 
hearken to His words and obey His commandments will 
be at peace with one another. This is a genuine peace. 


Those of the world who lived in the days of our Mas- 
ter could not have peace, for they were not doers of His 
word. The fleshly mind, governed by its own ideas of 
right and wrong, will mind the things of the flesh, “but 
they that are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” 
This is the Spirit of which we read in John 6: 63, where 
Jesus said: “The words that I speak unto you, they are 
spirit, and they are life.” That is the spirit the follower 
of Christ must have. If we listen to His spirit, His word, 
we will be for peace. “For to be carnally minded is death; 
but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” There is 
no other way to be at peace with God, with Jesus, and 
with one another, but by becoming spiritually minded, 
for only by becoming spiritually minded is life and peace. 
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hink not that I am come to 
earth.”” He knew it would take the judg- 
oured the wicked before 


world would carn rignhieousn ess 


a. 


“because the carnal mind 
i: for it i is not subject to the law of 


indeed can be.” The natural mind, ungov- 
erned by a higher. grander law, the Law of God, can 
never bring about peace, for it is carnal and will 


never submit or become subject to the law of God. There- 
fore Jesus knew and could foretell] that it would not be 
until] His second coming there would be peace on earth, 
good will among men. 

“So then they that are in the flesh cannot 


please God,” 


says the Apostie. Those governed by the flesh] y, natural 
mind, jealousy, envy, hatred, evil surmisings, cannot 
please God. But of his brethren in rye he says fur- 
ther: “But ve are not in the flesh, but int spir it, if so 
be that the spirit of God dwell in you. st if any man 
have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his is.” Ww hat 
spirit is this? It is the spirit of which Jesus said: “The 


words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and on are 
life.” If we are governed by these words Jesus spake, 
someone may do evil to us and we will return good for 
the wrong, whet her in word or action. When governed 
by the spiritual mind, we can do right. We can settle our 
differences amicably because we allow this Word of God 
to rule. The reason the world at large is not at peace, is 
because they are not governed by the spirit of God. 

We realize clearly today more than ever how true are 
the words of Jesus uttered nineteen centuries ago, that 
He did not come to bring peace on earth. There is no 
safety in any city, even with strong fortifications, due to 
the vulnerability to destruction from the air, because of 
the progress that is being made in the cruising power of 
airplanes, jets, and long-range bombers. There is no 
security on earth except under the protection of Almighty 
God. 

The only genuine safety is in the “strong tower.” We 
are told in Prov. 18:10, “The name of the Lord is 
strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” 
The “name” or “Word of the Lord” has promised pro- 
tection to the earnest seeker after the “peace which pass- 
eth all understanding.” The definition of “tower” from 
the original language, is: “A high, elevated place, from 
which one can see far and near.” It is essentially the 
same as the definition of “watchtower,” which is: “A 
lofty place, from whence one can see far and wide.” 

We who climb the Mountain of Holiness, hearkening to 
the voice of the living God, elevated above the low tran- 
sient things of this mortal life, our minds untrammeled 
by fables and doctrines of men but with the eyes of our 
understanding enlightened by God’s blessed Truth, can 
see far and wide and know what is coming upon the 
earth; thus can hasten our “escape from the windy storm 
and tempest” which will rend the foundations of wicked- 
ness. We will realize there is no time to fold our hands in 
idleness, for we can see the signs far and wide. 

The statesmen and all high in authority in government 
are in dire fear of what is coming on the earth; but we 
are not to yield to their fear but to have the fear of God 
—the keeping of His commandments—ruling our minds 
and hearts. Our fear must be the fear of losing that “far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” which shall 
be given to al] the faithful. 

Jesus knew there would be but few who would put 
themselves under that wondrous protecting care, only 
few who would strive lawfully for peace. The majority 


hg not go in the way of life. Jesus said in Matt. 4245; 

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat: because strait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, W hich leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it.’ 

The Almighty gives man his free choice—a merciful 
provision—but He foreknew there would be but few who 
would follow in the narrow way and have peace; and 
today we still find the majority ‘doing evil. They choose 
the broad way because the carnal] mind is enmity to God. 
But of the righteous it can be said, as in Psalm 120: 6, 

“My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. 
I am for peace: but when I speak, they are for war.” 
It was the same in Jesus’ experience: He was for peace, 
but when He spoke the words of the living God to the 
world around Him, they were for war, their hatred rose 
against Him. And so it is, to a certain degree, even today, 
as it has been in all ages past. People are quarrelsome 
and cannot agree; they will not be at peace with God and 
one another. 

The loving command comes home to all, as we read in 
Heb. 12: 14, 15, “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, 
without which no man shall see the Lord: looking dili- 
gently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any 
root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby 
many be defiled.” Oh, these roots of bitterness that spring 
up in the human heart! Jealousy, hatred, malice, envy, 
are what cause the trouble. The Apostle enjoins further: 
“And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which 
is lame be turned out of the way: but let it rather be 
healed.” The Christian must be different. We cannot be 
like the world; we must walk in the strait and narrow 
way, then we can have peace. If we keep at peace with 
God and one another, we will obey the command our Mas- 
ter gave in Matt. 7: 12, “Therefore all things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them: for this is the law and the prophets.” What a 
Golden Rule by which to order our walk before God: to 
do unto others as we would wish to be done by! 


We are told in Isa. 57: 19—21, “I create the fruit of 
the lips: Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him 
that is near, saith the Lord; and I will heal him.” The 
God of Heaven has always been crying peace to wayward 
humanity, lasting peace, Bible peace, based on righteous- 
ness. “But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it 
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.” That 
is what the wicked are likened unto when governed by 
the carnal mind; they cast up the mire and dirt of anger, 
wrath, malice, roots of bitterness. They allow envy and 
jealousy to rule them instead of becoming meek, humble 
and lowly. “There is no peace, saith my God, to the 
wicked.” But we are glad to know the way whereby we 
can obtain peace, and the way the Bible states it is to be 
brought about. The angelic song said there should be 
peace on earth; and we believe it. We believe that even- 
tually “peace shall flow as a river, and righteousness as 
the waves of the sea” (Isa. 48: 18). But how shall it be 
brought about? 


We will turn to Isa. 26: 9, 10 and see what the Prophet 
says: “With my soul have I desired thee in the night”— 
in this night of darkness and ignorance of the masses— 

“yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for 
when thy juagments are in the earth, the inhabitants of 
the world will learn righteousness.”” When will they learn 
righteousness? When God’s judgments are in the earth 
will the inhabitants learn righteousness, and not until 
then. For he says: “Let favor be showed to the wicked, 
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yet will he not learn righteousness: in the land of up- 


rightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the 
majesty of the Lord.” 


Think of the favor that has been showered upon the 
“world of the ungodly”! If the wealth that has been 
worse than wasted in wars during this 20th century had 
been used to beautify the earth and bring blessing to 
mankind, it could now be a paradise of delight and there 
would be sufficient means to keep humanity in comfort 
and happiness, where now there is want and distress. 
The mercies and blessings so bountifully bestowed by a 
merciful Creator were wasted and abused. Did not the 
Prophet know? God foretold that mankind would deal un- 
justiy, and we see it fulfilled. Those who would desire to 
bring about a better state and a righteous government 
are thwarted in their attempts to promote peace and 
good will. 

The Prophet gives further enlightenment as to what 
shall bring about the wonderful state of peace which the 
angels foretold: He says further in verse 19, “Thy dead 
men shall live,’—yes, God’s dead men, such as Abraham, 
Isaac, Moses, Samuel, Peter, James, Paul, and so on, shall 
live—“together with my dead body shall they arise”—in 
the glorious Morning of the Resurrection when Christ 
shall descend from heaven. “Awake and sing, ye that 
dwell in dust”—there in the dust of the tomb dwell the 
faithful of all ages, but they shall be raised—‘“for the 
earth shall cast out the dead.” What a glorious time it 
will be when they shall be raised to life and immortality! 


After they are raised, what great event shall happen, 
and how will it be brought about? We will let Paul tell 
us, in I. Thess. 4: 13—18, “But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, 
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 
For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that 
we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent [or go before] them which are 
asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” 

That is when the dead are to be raised, at the coming 
of Christ. They are now sleeping in the dust of the earth, 
but He is coming to raise them; and it will be before the 
living are caught away to be with Him, for it reads fur- 
ther: “Then we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another with these words.” What 
words? That the dead shall rise and with the living be 
caught away to meet the Lord. In Mark 138: 26, 27 we are 
told the same truth, that when the Son of man shall come 
He will send His angels to gather together His people. 

What then shall happen? It is as we read in Isa. 26: 20, 
“Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and 
shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a 
little moment, until the indignation be overpast.” A ter- 
rible time of trouble is coming when the inhabitants of 
the earth will have to put away the evil of their doings 
and come into submission to earth’s coming King. The 
Almighty Ruler issues the loving invitation: “Come, my 
people!”” Whom does this embrace? All who will be gov- 
erned by His Word, forsake their evil ways and get a 
new mind. In this way they can enter this “chamber.” 
Not a literal chamber, that word “chamber” is but the 
equivalent of the “strong tower” of Prov. 18:10, “The 
name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous run- 


neth into it, and is safe.” The name of the Lord is what? 
“His name is called The Word of God.” That is the pro- 
tection, the strong tower of Truth, of which we must 
avail ourselves that we may be spared from the coming 
indignation which shall sweep to destruction the rebellious. 

“For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to pun- 
ish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity.” To 
whom does this refer, that is coming out of His place? To 
the Lord Jesus, of whom the angels said to the sorrow- 
ing disciples at the time of His ascension, “Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven” 
(Acts 1:10, 11). It is the “same Jesus” that walked on 
the shores of Galilee; the One who lived a godly, holy life; 
our Lord and Ruler; He who said, “I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also” (John 14:3). At the coming out of His place 
to be the Ruler on this earth as King of kings and Lord of 
lords, He will call upon all mankind to submit to His 
righteous law and will punish the inhabitants of the 
earth for their iniquity. Then shall be fulfilled the prom- 
ise: “When thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabit- 
ants of the world will learn righteousness.” What a glo- 
rious Day! 

This beautiful earth is always to remain, as we are told 
in Isa. 45: 18, “For thus saith the Lord that created the 
heavens ; God himself that formed the earth and made it,... 
he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I 
am the Lord, and there is none else.” It is only “the world 
of the ungodly,” the present evil arrangement of things, 
that shall pass away. Christ has to come first; come out 
of His place and bring this lawless, wicked element into 
subjection to divine law, Then His Kingdom shall be set 
up and God’s will done on earth as it is done in heaven. 
The final consummation will come at the end of His mil- 
lennial reign, when all flesh is cut off. That is when this 
earth shall be like Heaven above. 


In the Millennium it is the purpose of the Almighty 
Ruler to make of the earth a paradise of delight; but it 
can be brought about only as the result of “the Lion of 
the tribe of Juda” coming “conquering and to conquer” 
and rebuking the nations (Rev. 5:5; 6:2). In a right- 
eous war, as ordained of God, the exercise of force is 
directed against the wicked alone, those who refuse to 
forsake their sinful ways; and thus the devil (wicked 
men and women) must either come under subjection to 
divine law or be cut off, therefore said to be “bound,” as 
in Rev. 20:2. Truly this will be a blessed time of rest 
into which the people of God shall enter! How different 
from the present state of fear and uncertainty! 


What messenger will God in His mercy send to warn 
the world before the day of destruction comes upon the 
wicked? The answer is found in Malachi 4: 5, 6, “Behold, 
I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of 
the great and notable day of the Lord: and he shall turn 
the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of 
the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the 
earth with a curse.” Yes, Elijah the Prophet will be sent 
to warn the world before that great destruction, in which 
“all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly” shall feel the 
judgments of a righteous God. When that great messen- 
ger, the forerunner of Christ’s second coming, appears, 
then will go forth the proclamation of Rev. 14:7, “Fear 
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment 
is come.” It is then that Isa. 26: 9 is fulfilled: “When thy 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world 
will learn righteousness.” THE END 
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FACING REALITIES 


T IS A GOOD THING, even as ordinary citizens, to 
face realities in a time like the present, when the news 
is filled with atom bombs, cold wars, and dangers at home 
ana abroad. Facing realities means to look squarely at 
unpleasant facts; to measure today’s events in the light 
of tomorrow’s consequences; to concentrate on the clouds 
and forget the rainbow, for the moment. It means to pick 
out our storm cellar, for the worst is yet to come. 

Facing realities is a wise occupation; but what shall 
we say are the realities to be faced? Only war and dis- 
aster and political intrigue? Certainly, at present the 
world is enveloped in mists of confusion and fear, which 
are real enough. And it is certain, too, that this is all 
that man’s rule has ever brought. Never was there such a 
time of tension. There is much reason for pessimism and 
despair to the average citizen of the world; but we cannot 
allow this condition of mind to prevail or sway us, know- 
ing as we do what the Apostle Paul has told us regarding 
conditions that would arise in the very time in which we 
find ourselves, even “perilous times.” 

No! For us, fear and confusion and uncertainty are not 
the important realities existing today, about which we 
should be concerned; for only we who possess this word 
of Truth know there will be a few who will form godly 
characters during these troublous times, because God 
demands these attributes in His people as citizens of 
His future Kingdom. His people must have reality of 
character and purpose that rises above personal inter- 
ests; realities of self-sacrifice and generosity; but, above 
all this, the reality that every way and thought of their 
own must be subservient to the ways and thoughts of God. 


Then, from our vantage point as potential citizens of a 
new, free world, we should face the realities necessary 
to be encountered if we ever hope to attain to an actual 
position of citizenship. We might easily despair today of 
the eventual! triumph of our undertaking if it were not 
for the fact that we have been given vivid accounts of the 
realities that will endure throughout the ages to come. 
If we would gain these enduring things of God, we must 
keep our eyes on the prize ahead; and at the same time 
not overlook the stones and mireholes in our pathway. 
Rather, we must daily take the steps necessary to sur- 
mount or avoid these obstacles as we journey along. 


Then, first of all, we must look at self in our unsightly 
spiritual condition and realize that in order to be one who 
will live in that endless age to come, when there shall be 
no more perplexing realities, we must now face the un- 
pleasant fact (unpleasant to the “old man’) that these 
ugly bumps and blemishes which the mirror of Truth re- 
veals to us, must quickly be taken off, no matter how 
painful the operation may be; for God has so decreed in 
His list of requirements. We must see self as He sees us. 
His servant, Paul, included himself in his advice to the 
Corinthian and Philippian brethren, when he said, “Hav- 
ing therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh, by the 
spirit perfecting holiness in the fear of God”; and “work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” And 
Jesus Himself told us that only “the pure in heart shall 
see God.” Even away back in Abraham’s day, the Lord 
said to him, “Walk before me, and be thou perfect.” This, 
then, has been God’s fiat throughout the ages (II. Cor. 7: 
1; Phil. 2:12; Matt. 5:8; Gen. 17:1). 

So, then, let us allow this hammer of Truth to “break 
the rock in pieces,” this stony heart of ours, that we 


might be purified. We must also realize that we cannot do 
this hammering and chiseling alone; in fact, we shall 
never be able to see all the spots and sores ourselves. It 
takes the help of others to do this, and “woe to him that 
is alone when he falleth, for he hath not another to help 
him up.” The Wise Man tells us that “reproofs of instruc- 
tion are the way of life” or to life; and that “he that re- 
gardeth reproof shall be honored.” He also gives us the 
other side of the picture when he said: “Correction is 
grievous unto him that forsaketh the way; and he that 
hateth reproof shall die” (Prov. 6:23; 13:18; 15:10). 


Now, the second realization that must possess our 
being is, that after looking to our own ways and being 
convinced that we must heed the command, “Be ye holy, 
for 1 am holy,’”’ we must turn and help others as others 
have helped us. When one of like faith (in the Truth) is 
found in a transgression, we must help “restore such a 
one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself lest 
thou aiso be tempted. Bear ye one another’s burdens, and 
so fulfill the law of Christ.” But we must be sure we are 
not guilty of the same offense. If so, we cannot speak to 
anyone else on this point until we have made ourselves 
right. If we are in a position to speak, and fail to do so, 
we are manifesting hatred, and “whoso hateth his brother 
is a murderer’; and all murderers “shall have their part 
in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which 
is the second death.” And, too, “If the watchman see the 
sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be 
not warned; if the sword come, and take any person from 
among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his 
blood wiil 1 require at the watchman’s hand” (Ezekiel 
33:6). 

Finally, if we think the foregoing tasks can be done in 
a moment, we are sadly mistaken, for this undertaking 
is the greatest that any mortal can perform; and even 
the menial tasks of everyday life take some time. Surely, 
we can see that these perilous times have brought us 
critically close to the day of our Lord’s appearing; so if 
we are not making every moment count for the Kingdom, 
it is imperative that we start doing so now. 


We must, therefore, keep our feet on solid rock, avoid- 
ing the stumbling-stones and miry clay, and help others 
to do likewise; for as surely as we shall have a sunrise 
tomorrow, so surely the worst is yet to come, when that 
“whirlwind of the Lord goeth forth with fury, a continu- 
ing whirlwind; it shall fall with pain upon the head of 
the wicked” (Jer. 30: 23). We can see from this that it 
is the wicked, those treading slippery places, that must 
fear. They will be “like the chaff of the summer threshing 
floor” and will go before this great tempest as such. But 
we have already picked out our “storm cellar” if we have 
this Word of God at our command at all times, and are put- 
ting it into practice. We must be found in the strong 
tower (Prov. 18:10), or it will be too bad for us. What 
we do with self today will be the deciding factor in to- 
morrow’s consequences; whether we live or perish in this 
devastating storm. That last look in the mirror must re- 
flect the perfect image. 

When these realities have taken command of us and 
we have acted upon them, we shall then realize that these 
present storms will some day end, the clouds melt away, 
and the substitution of eternal order will be all that re- 
mains around us. Then the things of God will be ever en- 
during, a genuine and eternal peace on earth, and good 
will to men. We can win if we face these realities which 
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count most strongly for victory—these are the realities 
before us, and must be faced in a very practical way, with 
sound common sense. As aspiring citizens of a really 
peaceful world, we face a challenging opportunity: a 
challenge to keep glowingly alive these principles and 
ideals of Truth, and our individual dignity as possessors 
of the greatest trust on earth. We must guard against the 
internal (which are preponderantly greater) and the ex- 
ternal dangers which threaten us, at the same time con- 
tinuing to be godly patterns of a living faith in this com- 
ing freedom, a faith with works; a day-by-day practical 
demonstration that we mean what we say and that we say 
what we mean as spokesmen for a peaceful, free and eter- 
nal society. A big order? Yes, perhaps, but one we can fill 
if we will, and a wonderfully satisfying and gratifying 


one if we do; for only those who do shall reap the benefits, 
world without end. 





WHO WERE THE “ANGELS WHICH 
KEPT NOT THEIR FIRST ESTATE’? 


N the 5th and 6th verses of the book of Jude, we can 

read: “I will therefore put you in remembrance, 
though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having 
saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward de- 
stroyed them that believed not. And the angels which 
kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, 
he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness, 
unto the judgment of the great day.” 

Notice particularly, the Apostle Jude wishes us to re- 
member something that occurred when the Lord saved 
His people out of the land of Egypt. He is not calling at- 
tention to something that happened up in Heaven or on 
any of the planets, but to what happened when He saved 
His people out of the land of Egypt; when the angels kept 
not their first estate. 

What is the meaning of the word “angel”? Does the 
original word angelos always mean an immortal angel? 
We will give the definitions of the word from Liddell and 
Scott’s Greek-English Lexicon: “A messenger, envoy... 
generally one that announces or tells; an angel.” We thus 
learn that the first definitions are: “a messenger, envoy,” 
and it will have to be determined from the connection as 
to whether it is a mortal messenger or an immortal one. 
We wish to know of what kind of messenger Jude is 
speaking, and at what time these messengers fell from 
their first estate and who are now reserved unto the Day 
of Judgment to be punished? 

In place of putting our interpretation on what is here 
related, how much wiser to refer to the account of the 
time when God saved His people out of the land of Egypt 
and find out who were the messengers or envoys who 
kept not their first estate and who are reserved unto the 
judgment of the great Day! In the 13th and 14th chapters 
of the book of Numbers we find the account: “And the 
Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Send thou men, that they 
may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the 
children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall 
ye send a man, every one a ruler among them... . All 
those men were heads of the children of Israel.” 

Notice that the twelve men chosen as messengers to 
be sent into the land of Canaan were rulers, high in sta- 
tion, among them. Caleb and Joshua were two of the 
chosen twelve. Moses sent the twelve to spy out the land 
and to bring of the fruit of the country. After forty days 
they returned from searching the land, bringing of the 


luscious grapes, pomegranates, figs, etc. Ten of the mes- 
sengers brought back an evil report of the land (v. 32). — 
This caused the people to rise in rebellion against Moses 
and Aaron and desire to return unto Egypt. 

Caleb and Joshua, the two faithful messengers, testi- 
fied that the country was a bountiful land, a land that 
flowed “with milk and honey,” but all to no avail; for 
the other men whom Moses had sent to search the land 
“made all the congregation to murmur against him by 
bringing up a slander upon the land.” What was the fate 
of these rebellious men? “Even those men that did bring 
up the evil report upon the land, died by the plague before 
the Lord” (ch. 14: 36, 37). 

Now we have learned in plain words from the Book of 
all books who the messengers were that fell from their 
high estate when the Lord saved His people out of the 
land of Egypt. These men held a high position, each one 
a ruler in his tribe, and by becoming traitors they fell— 
not from Heaven, but the high estate which they had oc- 
cupied when the Lord saved the people out of the land of 
Egypt. Because of their disobedience they are reserved 
unto the Day of Judgment to be punished. With the old 
idea that these were immortal angels or messengers that 
fell from Heaven where God dwells, all was darkness and 
mystery; but by letting the Bible tell its own story, it is 
made plain that it was the messengers who fell when the 
Lord saved His people out of the land of Egypt. In like 
manner all the apparent discrepancies are made “plain 
to him that understandeth, and right to them that find 
knowledge.” 





IN THE STRENGTH OF JEHOVAH 


N ALL LIVES there is a crisis in the formation of char- 

acter. It may come as a sudden revelation to ourselves 
of our secret purposes and hidden desires. It may come at 
a time when all the world seems to turn against us. We 
feel battered, beaten, perplexed and bewildered to the 
verge of despair. Standing at the cross-roads we lift our 
eyes to the One to whom ail flesh must come, “Father, my 
life is in a tangle; thread after thread appears twisted and 
broken and knotted, viewed through the lapse of years. 
i can’t seem to straighten them, Father. Oh, it is very 
hard! Somehow or other it seemeth all I have done is 
marred.” 

Wisdom’s voice answers back, “Fight on; no true Chris- 
tain ever makes a coward’s retreat! There is no failure, 
save in giving up. Success comes in can’s; failure comes in 
can’t’s. There is no real fall, so long as one still tries; no 
defeat save from within. For what is failure? Only a spur 
—to a man who receives it right. It makes the spirit 
within him stir, to go in once more and fight. To think 
a thing is impossible is to make it so. Courage is victory; 
timidity is defeat.” 

The biography of every great and successful person 
will tell how he accomplished the thing that seemed could 
not be done. Always, there was someone or many at hand 
to scoff, and discourage if possible; but with determina- 
tion, perseverance and an indomitable will, the impos- 
sible was made possible. As Christians, can we not couple 
together these same fighting instincts with a sound faith 
and courageously say, “If God be for us, who can be 
against us?” 

Genius, that power which dazzles mortal eyes, is oft 
but perseverance in disguise. Too long have we idled and 
dreamed away our time; and worn a wishbone where our 
backbone ought to be. 
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Too long have we shrunken in fear of the face of man 
instead of lifting up our eyes to the God of heaven, the 
source of all true help. Too long have we feared and 
doubted, when we should have been praying and trusting. 
After all is said and done, we find there is too much said 
and not enough done. For an example of perseverance, 
fortitude and courage, let us go back once again to the 
thrilling event when the noble David faced the great 
Goliath. 

One look at this giant on yonder hillside was enough to 
mane an ordinary man shrink away in fear. Glistening 
bronze shone from the whole of his ten-foot stature. “Ah, 
who is mightier than I?” he thought. As he stalked rest- 
lessly back and forth, he roared out his mighty challenge, 
“T thus defy this day the forces of Israel. Give me a man, 
and let us have a fight.” But David was no ordinary man. 
He quickly perceived that all Israel was dismayed and 
daunted upon hearing these words. He said to Saul, “Let 
not my lord’s courage fail him; your servant will go and 
fight the Philistine.” Saul hastily replied, “You? why, 
you are only a youth. Impossible! Do you not realize he 
has been a mighty warrior from his youth?” Yes, this 
was Saul’s answer to David; there was something de- 
cidedly different and unique in the courage of this lad. 
“It would be interesting to see how he would handle the 
situation,” Saul mused; and so he granted David his re- 
quest. Then he dressed David in his own clothing, put a 
bronze helmet on his head, and clad him in his coat of 
mail. David buckled his sword over his coat and tried to 
walk, but in vain. “I cannot move with these; I am not 
used to them,” he exclaimed. 


So David put them off; picked five smooth stones from 
the stream, put them in the shepherd’s bag and went for- 
ward in the strength of Jehovah. He went forward to ac- 
complish the impossible, with everyone against him, in- 
cluding his own kin. Thousands of troops before and be- 
hind him, scoffed at his seeming foolhardiness. Just an 
inexperienced shepherd youth with the audacity to ap- 
proach this mighty man. David’s head was high, and his 
heart was light, because he knew his fortification was 
stronger than that of shimmering bronze. Could he not 
put more faith in the Creator than the thing created? 
Here was a chance to demonstrate the Eternal’s power. 
Here was a chance to use his skill to the glory of God. 
Then came forth his challenge which grows more won- 
derful with the ages, “You attack me with sword and 
spear and javelin, but I attack you in the name of the 
Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, which you 
have insulted this day. So that all the world may learn 
that Israel has a God, till all here present learn that the 
Eternal does not save by sword and spear—the fight is 
in the Eternal’s hands, and he will put you in our power.” 
As he raised his arms to hur! the sling, he also raised a 
The for the guidance of that pebble. And the giant 
ell! 

Just so surely will the giants of sin fall which are con- 
fronting us today, if we go forward in the strength of 
the Eternal. Where there is a will, there is a way to sub- 
due the brazen shimmering deceitfulness of sin. Sin is a 
giant, and he stalks before us constantly, defying us to 
come against him. But we have not yet opened the way 
for the Eternal to demonstrate His Power in our lives. 
We have not set our face like a flint with determination 
that this giant shal] not confound us. We have not thrown 
off the cumbersome weights proffered by the old flesh 
king. May the words, “Impossible, you are only a youth,” 
be a challenge to us, remembering that all things are pos- 
sible with God. There is no greater blessing than to serve 
the Lord and bear the yoke in our youth. 


We must have faith to believe that the fight is in the 
Eternal’s hands; and if we go forth with determination, 
God will prove that He that keepeth Israel never slum- 
bers nor sleeps and will put the enemy in our power. 
Faith never fails. It is a miracle worker. It looks beyond 
all boundaries, transcends all limitations, penetrates all 
obstacles and sees the goal. Faith in the Eternal urges us 
forward to the glory of victory over the great Goliath. 
Now is the time for us to arise and cry: In the strength 
of Jehovah I will slay the giant, Sin. 





DON’T LET IT BE SAID, TOO LATE 


HE admonition, Don’t let it be said, Too late, when 

applied to the Christian life, presages the possibility 
of those very words being spoken of us at Judgment Day. 
Nothing can be more certain than that it will be too late 
to complete a spotless character if we put off the work 
till then. Unless we maintain an active vigil, and keep 
persistently doing the things that will make the doleful 
lament of the sluggard, “The harvest is past, the sum- 
mer is ended, and we are not saved,” inapplicable to us, 
it most certainly will be said, “Too late!” 

Life is short, the work of self-mastery tremendous, 
hence the timeliness of the advice: ““Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, 
whither thou goest” (Eccl. 9:10). 

How often by thought and conduct, if not vocally, our 
lives have reflected Felix’ passive response to Paul’s 
rousing exhortations: “Go thy way for this time; when 
I have a convenient season, I will call for thee’! One of 
man’s worst habits is procrastination, putting off till 
what he thinks may be a more convenient season the 
things that should be done without delay. 

Every time we fail to curb the angry spirit, the jealous, 
envious or sensitive feeling; every time we allow foolish- 
ness to govern us or pride to rule, or a root of bitterness 
to remain; we are simply adding to the already numerous 
tasks that await our doing, and that will have to be done 
if we are to gain an entrance into God’s eternal Kingdom. 

Procrastination is more than a dangerous habit; it is 
a fatal one, if not speedily corrected. Being human we 
are able to perform only a limited amount of work in 
any given time, therefore if we allow our work to accu- 
mulate, there will be so much to do at the last moment 
that we shall have neither the time nor the strength to 
accomplish it. The work that was put off today because 
it was distasteful will be just as distasteful tomorrow, 
and perhaps more so, as we shall have that much more to 
do in an already full day. 

It is when we allow our work to pile up that it be- 
comes a burden and we begin to think the way long and 
our duties hard. We should do first the tasks we dislike 
most, then afterward we can do the things that are more 
agreeable. Who of us has not been agreeably surprised to 
discover that a piece of work we had dreaded and put off 
doing, was far less unpleasant than we had anticipated, 
when we went at it with energy and determination! 

To stand still and idly wish for a spotless life, never 
yet worked out an individual’s salvation. The person who 
cultivates punctuality enjoys a sense of satisfaction that 
a chronic procrastinator never dreamed could exist, be- 
cause the latter is always snowed under. so to speak, and 
his mind harrassed with the thought of so many things 
that need doing. And the same is true in forming a Chris- 
tian character. 
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Do not let it be said of us, “Too late”: 

That good deed, do it now. 

That kindly word, utter it now. 

That willing and joyful service, render it now. 

That word of warning, speak it now. 

That noble and elevating thought, think it now. 

That humble petition for needed strength, raise it now. 

Lest on the morrow our fellow traveler has sunk be- 
neath his load of care that your helping hand could have 
lightened, aid him now. 

Utter that kindly, encouraging word today, lest in to- 
morrow’s light we find a disheartened fellow soldier. 

Render to God that willing, joyful service, today; for 
if we put if off we will surely be the slaves of sin to- 
morrow. 

Speak that word of warning today, lest tomorrow’s sun- 
rise find a brother pilgrim with a heavy heart because of 
sin that a word of warning today might have averted. 

Think today the noble elevating thought that we would 
put off till tomorrow, for sin’s entering wedge is an evil 
thought harbored close, and by replacing every evil 
thought with a good one we are putting ourself in an 
advantageous position to resist its downward pull. 

Raise that humble petition for help and strength to 
overcome our besetting sins, today; tomorrow may be too 
late, for by then we may have succumbed to the tempta- 
tion that today’s prayer would have given us the needed 
power to withstand. 

There is no time so appropriate, no time so opportune, 
no time so important to offer to God our song of praise 
and thanksgiving, and the firstfruits of all our labors, 
as now! Let us be up and doing, lest on the morrow the 
verdict of the Judge may be, “Too late!” 





ANNOUNCING SELF-DENIAL WEEK 


For the benefit of our many readers who may wish to 
observe the time with us, we are announcing that our 
annual Self-Denial Week will be observed from February 
7th through the 13th. During this time all dainties, des- 
serts, cheese (not cottage cheese), meats, fish, fowl, eggs, 
will be dispensed with and choice be made of any three 
substantial articles of food, the entire meal being con- 
fineu to this selection. Each meal may be varied as desired 
with the choice of fruits (fresh, frozen or canned), 
vegetables (seasoning included), bread, biscuits or muf- 
fins, butter, cereals, and milk. Whatever our choice we 
must be certain there is a denial in it, that is, we should 
not select foods which we naturally like and could make 
a meal of them anytime. Exception is made for the aged 
and those under the care of a physician or on special diets. 

As a potent means of gaining control of the appetite 
and bringing the body into subjection to Divine Law, 
no surer method has been discovered than fasting, prayer, 
and self-denial. It must be done to God alone, and be a 
denial that is felt, if we would banish the “old man” from 
our being. As an exercise to self-discipline and godliness, 
can we not enter into this period of denial wholeheart- 
edly, remembering the many times it is recorded of our 
great Example, Christ, that He fasted and prayed? When 
we consider the denial and hardship that is the lot of the 
soldier who fights for the cause of liberty, we realize how 
small indeed is the above-mentioned sacrifice. Therefore 
let us enter into this mastery over self with an earnest 
desire and determination to attain real spiritual growth 
to the stature of true soldiers of God. 


GRASS OF THE FIELD 


The grass is set forth many times in the sacred Scrip- 
tures to teach us the frailty of our mortal state. The wail 
of the prophetic voice that was heard of old, has been 
poured forth in every land, “All flesh is grass.” The af- 
flicted Patriarch of Idumea was speaking for the whole 
race of man when he said, “He cometh forth like a flower, 
and is cut down.” The Psalmist of old, who wrote with 
the withered grass of the desert on all sides, describes the 
human lot in every land: “They are like grass which 
groweth up; in the evening it is cut down and withereth.” 

We stand beside the casket which holds the stalwart 
frame of the strong man, and we take up the wail which 
has come down from all past ages, ‘“‘As the flower of the 
grass he passeth away.” A sad company gather around 
a white bier, and look down upon the pale flowers that 
garland the shroud of a small child, and they say with 
flowing tears and breaking hearts that both the child and 
the flowers bloomed only to fade. 

We go into the silent city of the dead, and as we walk 
along its shaded path the pitying grass looks up from 
every mound to remind us how soon we ourselves shall 
lie as low as those that sleep beneath the sod. 

We look upon the delicate house-plant which we left in 
the open air overnight, when the frost came too late in 
the spring or too early in the fall. It was fair and full of 
life the day before. It is now shriveled and shorn of all 
its beauty, and it performs its last office for those who 
reared it by reminding us how soon we ourselves shall be 
changed in the cold breath of death. 

Let us cry in the words of the man of God: “So teach 
us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom.” —Sel. and alt. 





FAIRNESS 


One of the very best things in your heart is fairness. 

You cannot be kind, cannot be big, cannot be hopeful 
and helpful, unless you have fairness in your heart. 

Fairness is The Golden Rule. 

The unkind are unfair. The small are cheats. The pessi- 
mists are always, always poisonous. 

Fairness grows in importance and value in proportion 
as you give it. The more fairness you give, the more fair- 
ness you get. 

Humanity is hungry for fairness. Get the reputation or 
the name for fairness and the whole world will come to 
you. 

It costs nothing to give fairness and it pays in three 
ways—in the three big things that a man wants: Health, 
Wealth, and Happiness. —Sel. 





ANNOUNCEMENT 


Abib Ist, the anniversary of our Lord’s Nativity, and the 
Bible New Year, falls on April 4. Please place your orders 
now for Greeting Cards. The quantity of cards printed 
will be determined by the number of requests received 
before February 15. 


Address your request to: 


Megiddo Mission 
Department W 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: Proverbs 20:1, “Wine is a mocker, 
strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived there- 
by is not wise.” 

Wine or alcoholic beverages of any kind are not a prob- 
lem to a true follower of Jesus. He realizes their worthless- 
ness and the attendant evils, and therefore abstains 
altogether. Indeed, a positive attitude must be adopted 
and maintained toward this evil of drinking, social or 
otherwise. A Christian will avoid places where intoxi- 
cants are handled, but one occasionally is faced with a 
situation where he is either invited to participate, or he 
is asked his opinion on the subject. For our own sake and 
for the sake of those whom we may influence we should 
be prepared with a logical answer. 

It seems unnecessary to point out the evils of being a 
slave to intoxicants. Everyone can observe its harvest. 
Troubles in the home life, broken homes, divorces, home- 
less and neglected children, the waste of much needed 
finances, and impaired health are but some of the evils 
that result from this habit. Add to this the crime, the 
traffic tolls (alcohol is involved in 20% of all fatal acci- 
dents), the inefficiency of an alcoholic, and we realize this 
is no trivial evil that besets humanity. 

Much of the blame may well be laid to the manufac- 
turers who produce the stuff for the profit that is in it. 
Oh, yes, it is a legal business now, but that does not jus- 
tify the evil it brings. Then the advertisers carry the evil 
further. They select for display such scenes that show 
distinction and poise, delight and charm. They are always 
pictured before and not after the downfall of the victim. 
Never do they display the horrors of the wife cleaning up 
the house after her drunken husband; or the children 
that cringe behind doors or leave the house, and them- 
selves enter into evils when the mother comes home 
drunk; nor the fine youths who return home degraded and 
retching. It is true, these thoughts are abhorrent, but 
they are daily occurrences in thousands of homes. 

It is not expected that we can in any way stop this 
evil of drinking in the land. It has gone so far that only 
the judgments of God will cleanse it. However, we can 
keep our own lives clean. We can be an example of what 
the Christian should do in reference to this evil, and we 
may by an occasional word fitly spoken assist a brother 
toward a right attitude on the matter. 

That a Christian should abstain from alcohol there is 
no lack of Biblical support. The Scriptures clearly define 
the conduct fer a Christian, and the more perfectly we 
follow the admonition the better men and women we 
shall be. The Apostle in his admonition for us in the last 
hours of the day of salvation, stated drunkenness to be 
one of the evils in which we should not walk (Rom. 13: 
13), nor should we fellowship one who is a drunkard 
(I. Cor. 5: 11). He lists drunkenness as one of the fruits 
of the flesh, and adds that they who do such things shall 
not inherit the Kingdom of God (Gal. 5: 21). 

Now listen to the words of Peter: “For the time past 
of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the 
Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lust, excess 
of wine, revelings, banquetings, and abominable idola- 
tries” (I. Pet. 4:3). It is questionable that anyone can 
refer to his life before he entered the way of salvation as 
being virtuous. There was much there that had to be for- 


saken, and if “excess of wine” was one of our practices, 
it must cease. We must no longer do such things. Also, 
Jesus warned that drunkenness, together with surfeiting, 
and the cares of this life, could be the cause of the Day of 
the Lord coming upon some unawares (Luke 21: 34). 

Certain church-going individuals who love their social 
drinking will quote I. Tim. 5: 23 in an endeavor to show 
the legitimateness of partaking of intoxicants. In fact 
they are very glad that that text is there, thinking that 
they have Biblical support for their behavior; but it does 
not support such practices in any way. The qualifying 
term is, “thine often infirmities,” and only a “little.” 
Whatever Timothy’s illness was, Paul recommended wine 
as an aid. No doubt Timothy would rather abstain from 
it for the sake of his influence on others, but Paul saw 
his need and advised accordingly. 

The thought of abstaining from certain food and drink 
for the sake of our influence on others is also expressed 
in Rom. 14: 21. This must be our attitude in regard to 
alcohol—total abstinence, unless some cause, physical re- 
quirements (not appetite), demand otherwise. 

It is pathetic that so many today cannot enjoy life and 
the association of friends and relatives without artificial 
stimulants to good fellowship. All it takes is a little self- 
control, a little will power, to avoid that evil, and live a 
life of reality. It is true that human problems are many 
and often trying, but they can always be solved better 
with a clear-thinking head than one dazed with liquor. 
There should be no necessity to flee from one’s problems 
into a life that is unreal and destroying. 

As literal drunkenness is abhorrent to us so also is the 
drunkenness caused by partaking of the wine of Babylon 
detestable to the Almighty. Those who drink from the 
cup which the old mother of harlots has filled with the 
dregs of her fornication (Rev. 14:8; 17:4), are termed 
spiritually drunk. In that state they shall not obtain 
the prize of life eternal; they shall lose all. The Prophet 
describes that class as being “drunken, but not with wine; 
they stagger, but not with strong drink” (Isa. 29:9). 
False education, and zeal without knowledge, are cer- 
tainly spiritual drunkenness. One who is zealously devoted 
to a false cause, be he ever so sincere, is spiritually drunk. 
To try to reason with him and present to him the good 
news of the Gospel is as impossible as it is to reason 
with a literal drunkard. 

The Lord gave His word through His servants, and it 
is pure and true. It is not His fault nor His will that men 
have perverted His words and formulated doctrines and 
creeds so conflicting that all the religious world is in a 
state of delusion. 

To be free from this spiritual disease one must discard 
the entire teachings of the ecclesiastical world, and come 
to the Word of God alone. As a literal drunkard can never 
be a moderate drinker after once being an alcoholic, but 
must abstain completely, so the spiritually drunken must 
discard the entire system of falsehoods, and not a part of 
it only, in order to be free and sober. 


Spiritual drunkenness also applies to one’s practical 
walk. Though we may know the whole law, and under- 
stand the truths of God well, so that we can converse 
freely on divine things, yet when we are not keeping that 
law, we are still drunk on the wine of Babylon. The fact 
is that we all have been drunken, mentally and morally, 
and it takes much dillgent effort to be completely sober. 
To the extent that we cling to our own ways and ideas 
we are still drunken, but as we forsake our ways and 
— and accept God’s ways and thoughts we become 
sober. 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


A young couple who visited the Mission during the late 
autumn, write from Bloomfield, Iowa, in reply to letters- 
of-the-month. 

“Dear Brother T—: ... Yes, there are many proph- 
ecies that are coming into bloom today that were fore- 
told many centuries ago. One is in Luke 17: 26, 27, ‘And 
as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days 
of the Son of man. They did eat, they drank, they married 
wives, they were given in marriage.’ The big percentage 
of the people are a drinking class of people. They would 
rather spend their money for liquor than to buy their 
children food and clothing. Parents today are turning 
their children out on the streets because they are too 
busy going to parties and other entertainments to take 
care of them. ... In II. Tim. 3:13 the Apostle Paul tells 
us that ‘evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived.’ There are a lot of proph- 
ecies I have not read as yet, because I am just a beginner 
in the great work of salvation. When I hear from you 
again I will know a little more about the great plan of 
God and salvation, Christian love, — L. M—.” 

“Dear Sister W—: ... Only if more of us would be 
like the plants in ‘God’s Garden,’ as we read about in the 
book of Genesis. If the people today had more kindness, 
patience, and meekness, there would not be so much un- 
truth and cruelty in the world. As we read in Gal. 5: 22, 
23, God wants people to be trees of righteousness and 
grow fruits of ‘love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.’ Sometimes we 
forget the fruits of the Spirit, and that is what makes it 
easy for the ‘old man’ to get in. That is the reason we 
must all work hard every minute to stay on the strait and 
narrow path. ... My family and I are new in this won- 
derful work of the Truth, but it gives us all a grand feel- 
ing that we are working for something wonderful and 
true. A sister striving. Maranatha! D— M—.” 


The sister at Deer Park, Wis., writes gratefully. 

“Dear Sister: ... As I am home for a few days, I have 
more time to write. As the TV goes continually it surely 
catches one’s ears—the Santa Claus programs and others 
which are so far from God’s ways. I thank my God daily 
that He has showed me the true date of our Lord’s birth 
and how it should be kept. All the money spent for fool- 
ishness and harmful drinks could be used to a much better 
purpose. ... If we don’t want our pearls trampled under 
foot we had better not cast them before swine. It won’t 
be long now before true Christmas and New Year will be 
with us again. We should be working harder each day to 
be ready when our Master returns, and not be sleeping 
on guard. It is so easy to sleep on guard. But God knows 
when we need to be stirred to more watchfulness, and 
therefore sends us more trials to cause us to see self, for 
which we should be thankful; for then we know He is 
watching us and has an interest in us... . 

Love in Christ, Cc. B. L—.” 


The following is from a sister at Marble Hill, Mo. 

“Dear Sister: Your kind letter received and I enjoyed 
reading it very much. In Mal. 3:17 we read: ‘And they 
shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man 
spareth his own son that serveth him.’ Oh, I want to be 
one of those jewels, and if I am faithful I will be, for the 
faithful ones are His jewels. I think Brother Paul was 


one that gave up his old ways and thoughts; for when the 
Lord appeared to him and showed him he was doing the 
wrong thing, he was obedient. I think he was one of the 
greatest apostles. He chose the strait and narrow way.... 
Your sister in the faith, Mrs. A. H—.” 


, A sister at Callander, Ont., Can., replies to the monthly 
etter. 

“Dear Sister: Yes, December makes me think of how 
long 1 was in darkness, and how glad I am that the chil- 
dren know that. Dec. 25 is not the true birthday of our 
King! They are looking forward for the true Christmas 
in the spring. One has to watch the way we walk in these 
last days. ... Iam thankful for what I have and that we 
have found the truth; and that is something to be thank- 
ful for. But if we do not eat to gain strength to reach 
Christian maturity we never shall receive the crown and 
gain eternity. Our hunger and thirst after righteousness 
must be sufficient to cause us to eat throughout our en- 
tire day of salvation. ... A sister striving, B— J—.” 


This interesting letter is from a little girl at Fruitland, 
Ont., Can. 

“Dear R—: ... Thank you for writing to me, I enjoyed 
your letter very much... . Our teacher told us a nice true 
story of a man who went to Palestine for a visit. On his 
travels through the countryside he met a shepherd. They 
talked together for a while, then the shepherd said he 
would have to call his sheep. They went out on the hill- 
side where the sheep were grazing some distance away. 
The shepherd thought perhaps the man would like to call 
the sheep, and told him just how to call them. So the man 
called. The sheep looked up, then went right on eating. 
He called again. They looked up but kept on eating. Then 
the shepherd said, ‘J will cal] them.’ As soon as the sheep 
heard their own shepherd’s voice they came to him right 
away. 

“Jesus says, ‘I am the good shepherd, and know my 
sheep, and am known of mine. . . . My sheep hear my 
voice, and they follow me’ (John 10:14, 27). ‘. . . He 
goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they 
know his voice. And a stranger will they not follow... .’ 
(John 10:4, 5). If we will not listen to the Truth, we 
are not His sheep. We must listen and DO. 


Lovingly, Sharon.” 





OBITUARY 
ALBERT OAKLAND 


Notice has reached us of the sudden death of a brother 
at Redcliff, Alberta, Canada, as the result of being struck 
by a car. It is pathetic that one should live to the ripe 
age of 91 years and death come so tragically. 

Our brother was born in England, but has resided in 
Canada for many years. Always of a religious and in- 
vestigative nature, he was openminded, and enjoyed 
especially the literature he received from the Megiddo 
Mission Church, and was a faithful correspondent, an- 
swering regularly the letters-of-the-month in excellent 
writing and composition. He has been a subscriber of 
THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE since 1927, and together, he and 
his wife enjoyed its contents until her death in 1945. He 
often stated in his letters that the MESSAGE gave him 
much pleasure and courage to go onward. 

We extend our sincere sympathy to the bereaved, and 
trust they will find solace in the promises of God. 
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THAT YE BEAR MUCH FRUIT 


John 15:8 


The pleasures of earth are alluring, ’tis true, 

And give satisfaction to more than a few 

Who follow the tinsel and glitter of life, 

While tasting the wormwood of sorrow, and strife. 
They think of tomorrow as being a day 

When there will be time for a little more play; 
Neglecting the duties that lie close at hand, 

They fail to give heed to the Saviour’s command. 


He left an example without any flaws, 

By dying to sin and all evil, because 

He saw there awaited a crown for the cross, 

For all who esteem this world’s pleasures but dross. 
He left us a Pattern, and gave a command 

To all who would enter that wonderful land, 

By saying, “We must, like a sapling, take root, 
And honor the Father by bearing much fruit.” 


The fruits of the Spirit must be our delight 

In summer and winter, by day and by night; 
Love, Joy, Peace, and Patience when put to the test, 
Longsuffering, Kindness, and all of the rest. 

The fruits of the Spirit will grow in the soil 

Of earnest endeavor and painstaking toil; 

And, watered with Diligence, Mercy, and Prayer, 
Will bear in abundance, to pay for our care. 


The Master would have us be bearing much fruit, 
And we should engage in this lovely pursuit 

For the joy that it gives, when we work in the sun, 
And at the day’s close, when our labor is done. 

A hundredfold now is the promised reward 

To those who are bearing fruit with one accord; 
And life everlasting He gives at the end, 

When harvest is o’er, and we meet friend with friend. 


The follies of earth are too fleeting for me— 

We have them today, and tomorrow they flee, 

To light on another, to rest there a day, 

On someone who has but a moment to stay. 

But give me the joys that are lasting and sure, 

The pleasures of God, that forever endure; 

For such is the pay of the really astute, 

Who prove to be faithful by bearing much fruit. 
—L. L. 8S. 
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